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9:30 -- 11:00	R egistration
Coffee & Tea, Kent Hall Entrance  

11:00 -- 11:15	O pening Remarks
	 by Prof. Haruo Shirane, Kent 403

11:15 -- 12:15 	O pening Keynote 
			   by Prof. Harrison Huang

12:15 -- 1:00	 Lunch
Kent 403

1:15 -- 3:15	P anel A

A1. The Science of Recovery	K ent 413
Discussant:	 Prof. Paul Anderer

Moderator:	 Michelle Hauk

a. Melissa Hosek (Stanford University)

“‘Where Did We Go Wrong?’ Exploring Morality and 
Modernity through The Three Body Problem”

b. Jonathan Lear (University of California Berkeley)

“The Presence of the Past and the Past Futures of 
Japanese Nuclear Power”

c. Mark Bookman (University of Pennsylvania)

“Facing Facts: Discovering Disability in Hiroshi 
Teshigahara’s Face of Another”

A2. New Women in Republican China	H amilton 301
Discussant:	 Dr. Gal Gvili 
Moderator:	 Chen Yedong

a. Jue Lu (Washington University in St. Louis)

“Beyond the Boudoir Lady and the New Woman: 
Shi Shuyi’s Self- Performance in Self-Inscribed 
Photographic Portraits”

b. Alina Scotti (University of Oxford)

“Image-Text Narratives and the Evolution of the 
Cosmopolitan in ‘Eastern Miscellany,’ 1919-1925”

c. Mantong Amanda Zhang (University of Oxford)

“Fateful Beauties: The Making of the Shanghai 
Paramount Ballroom and its Dance Hostesses, 1933 - 
1949”

A3. Knowledge in Flux	K ent 411
Discussant:	 Prof. Eugenia Lean 
Moderator:	 Dongxin Zou

a. Sarah Xia Yu (University of Pennsylvania)

“Knowledge in Contest: The Work of Medical 
Missionaries during the 1918 Shanxi Pneumonic 
Plague Epidemic”

b. Y. H. Phoebe Tang (Johns Hopkins University)

“The 1987 Taiwan Area Mesoscale Experiment 
(TAMEX): Meteorological Dialogue between Taiwan 
and the United States”

c. Zardas Shuk-man Lee (University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill)

“De-Orientalism: Victor Purcell’s Representations 
of Chinese Subjects in Interwar British Malaya and 
Republican China”

A4. Spatial and Ritual Governance in Early China	
Kent 522B

Discussant: 	 Prof. Guo Jue 
Moderator:	Y ongha Kim

a. Caitlyn Hanafin (Columbia University)

“Meat and Morality: Dietary Habits as Metaphor for 
Virtue in Early China”

b. William Julian (Columbia University)

“Empire Without End? Alterity and Dissent in Shiji 110”

c. Christopher Kim (Harvard University)

“Land, Lineage, and Power in Middle Spring and 
Autumn Qi”

A5. Fiction and Politics in Modern East Asia	
Kent 511

Co-discussant:	 Chen Hainebach

Co-discussant: 	 Matthieu Felt

a. Wakako Suzuki (University of California, Los 
Angeles)
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“Vernacular Practices of Folk Heroes in Meiji Japan: 
The Rhetoric of the Legend of Kintarō”

b. Li Wei (Washington University in St. Louis)

“Ethnic Witches and Tiny Foreigners: Imagining the 
Qing Territory in Late Nineteenth Century Literati 
Storytelling”

3:30 -- 5:30 	P anel B

B1. China’s Revolution and Its Legacies	K ent 411
Discussant: 	 Prof. Rebecca E. Karl 
Moderator: 	 Harlan Chambers

a. Mengxi Sun (Cornell University)

“Scrutinizing Comrade Israel Epstein’s Loyalty: How 
the Chinese Communist Party Engineered Ideological 
Conversion and Conviction”

b. Po-hsi Chen (Yale University)

“Red Snow over China: Biographical and Fictional 
Writings about a Female Taiwanese Communist 
Cadre”

B2. Visual Technologies and Cultural Production	
Kent 413

Discussant: 	 Dr. Daniel Greenberg 
Moderator: 	 Cathy Zhu

a. Linda Zhang (University of California, Berkeley)

“Piercing I and iMirror: Flickering Animation and 
Alternative Realities”

b. Yingtian He (Columbia University)

“From Tacit to Explicit: The Study of Vision and the 
Making of Practical Knowledge in Early Modern 
China”

c. Chuanxin Weng (University of Pennsylvania)

“Telescope and Telescopic Vision in The Radiant 
Moon”

B3. Interwar Japan	K ent 511
Discussant: 	 Prof. Sarah Kovner 
Moderator: 	Y iran Cheng

a. Alexander Kaplan-Reyes (Columbia University)

“A Queer Circle of Friends: Iwata Junichi’s Social 
Network and His Research on Male-Male Sexuality in 
Japan”

b. Michiko Suzuki (SOAS, University of London)

“The Crisis of Internationalism: 15th International 
Conference of the Red Cross in Tokyo, 1934”

B4. Frontiers of Power	H amilton 301
Discussant: 	 Dr. David Brophy 
Moderator: 	 Sayantani Mukherjee

a. Riga Shakya (Columbia University)

“Lingering Bodies in Lhasa: Discipline and Punishment 
in Early Ganden Podrang Tibet”

b. Ling-Wei Kung (Columbia University)

“Eurasian Networking: Intelligence Collection of 
Central Asia and Russia between the Qing Dynasty, 
Tibet and Ladakhi Kingdom”

c. Xiaobai Hu (University of Pennsylvania)

“On the Eve of Frontier Closure: Muli and the 
Turbulent Sino- Tibetan Borderlands in 17th Century”

d. Jon Soriano (University of California, Berkeley)

“Qianlong’s Wheel: Visuality and Power in the 
‘Emperor as Bodhisattva’ Paintings”

B5. Marriage and Gender Roles in Japanese Literature	
Kent 522B

Discussant: 	R achel Mei 
Moderator: 	Y uki Ishida

a. Saeko Suzuki (University of British Columbia)

“Divination as Female Knowledge in an Illustrated 
Encyclopedia from Mid-Nineteenth-Century Japan”

b. Yu-Ning Chen (Washington University in St. Louis)

“A Case Study of Love and Marriage in Colonial 
Taiwan”

c. Miaoling Xue (University of British Columbia)

“Forbidden Love and Politics in the Poetic Exchanges 
of Fujiwara no Morosuke and His Spouses”

5:30 -- 6:30 	P izza Happy Hour
Kent 403

     3  4* Special thanks to Nolan Benson for helping arrange the happy hour.



6:30 -- 8:30	R oundtable
C. V. Starr Library 

	 In celebration of the translation of Cai Xiang’s 
Revolution and Its Narratives: China’s Socialist 
Literary and Cultural Imaginaries, 1949-1966, A 
roundtable discussion with translators Rebecca E. 
Karl (New York Univeristy) and Xueping Zhong (Tufts 
University), along with Xiaobing Tang (Univeristy 
of Michigan), Lydia Liu (Columbia University), and 
Harlan Chambers (PhD student, Columbia Univeristy), 
moderated by Benjamin Kindler (PhD student, 
Columbia University).

Sponsored by the New York University Center for the 
Humanities.

Feb. 25

9:00 -- 9:45	 Coffee
Kent 403

9:45 -- 11:45 	P anel C

C1. Uneven Temporalities	K ent 411
Discussant: 	B enjamin Kindler 
Moderator:	  Harlan Chambers

a. Chelsea Ward (University of California, Berkeley)

“Vertiginous Ingenuity: Reorienting the Senses in 
Baudelaire and Shiki”

b. Jiangtao Gu (University of Rochester)

“The Future that ‘Will Be’: John Thomson’s Geological 
Prospecting and the Certainty of Historicism”

c. Michael Hayata (University of Wisconsin-Madison)

“The Girl with the Lip Tattoo: The Shifting Temporalities 
of the Ainu Female Body under Japanese Colonialism”

C2. Empires’ Armies and Generals	K ent 424
Discussant: 	 John Chen 
Moderator: 	 Zach Berge-Becker

a. Qichen Qian (Columbia University)

“Benign Bellicosity: A Tibetan Buddhist Pho lha gnas’ 
Militia between 1717-1733”

b. Sau-yi Fong (Columbia University)

“Technological Learning as Warcraft and Statecraft: 
The Case of Ding Gongchen (1800-1875)”

c. Vered Shurany (The Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem)

“Naval Success – Reexamining the biography of Liu 
Zheng (1213-1275)”

d. Dagan Shimoni (Hebrew University of Jerusalem)

“Creating the Song– the Story of Cao Bin (931-999)”

C3. Cultural Production in Colonial Korea	
Kent 522C

Discussant: 	 Tommy Ryan 
Moderator: 	 Monica Wonju Cho

a. Emily Yoon (University of Chicago)

“Love in the Time of Colony: the Costs of “Free Love” 
for Kisaeng”

b. David Krolikoski (University of Chicago)

“Romantic Love as National Metaphor: Lyricism in 
Han Young-un’s The Silence of Love”

c. Haneul Lee (Columbia University)

“Ideological Phantom yearning for Utopian Hope: 
National Policy Films in Korea under the Japanese 
Occupation Revisited”

C4. Transforming Buddhism: Text and Context	
Kent 522B

Discussant: 	G uy St Amant 
Moderator: 	X iao Xiao

a. Sonam Tsering (Columbia University)

“The Culture of ‘Textual Transmission’ in Central Tibet 
during the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries”

b. Abigail MacBain (Columbia University)

“The Ongoing Legacy of Ethnicity for Bodhisena, the 
First Indian in Japan”

c. Barnali Chanda (Harvard Yenching Institute)25th  6     5



“Defining the ‘Strange’ : Reading Classical Chinese 
and Sanskrit Story Literature”

12:00 -- 1:00 	 Lunch
Kent 403

1:15 -- 3:15 	P anel D

D1. Shinto as Transcultural Politics	K ent 411
Discussant: 	 Clay Eaton 
Moderator: 	A lexander Kaplan-Reyes

a. John G. Grisafi (University of Pennsylvania)

“The Politics of Shinto in Colonial Korea: Religion on 
the Margins of Japanese Empire”

b. Tianran Hang (University of Pennsylvania)

“Breaking Down and Re-creating the Margins: 
Interchangeability of Japanese Divinities and 
Deification of the War Dead”

c. Kaitlyn Ugoretz (University of Pennsylvania)

“Interrogating Indigeneity: Defining the Boundaries of 
Participation in Shinto”

D2. Colonial Intermediaries	K ent 522C
Discussant:  	 Prof. Ying Qian 
Moderator: 	 Tsai-Wei Chang

a. Shu-mei Lin (Cornell University)

“Borders in Film Viewing Space: Benshi Practices in 
Colonial Taiwan between the 1920s and 1930s”

b. Helena F.S. Lopes (University of Oxford)

“The uses and abuses of neutrality: Macau during 
China’s War of Resistance (1937-1945)”

c. Xinyi Zhao (Columbia University)

“National Cinema for A Nation Not Yet: Manchurian 
Cinema as Quest for Modernity”

D3. Imperial Boundaries	K ent 424
Discussant: 	 Tristan Brown 
Moderator: 	N olan Bensen

a. Yiyun Peng (Cornell University)

“Kingdom, Colony or Republic?: Various 

Interpretations of Lanfang”

Kongsi In Nineteenth to Twentieth-Century China”

b. Peter Hick (Stanford Universirty)

“Bandit Country: Local Militarization in the Pearl River 
Delta, 1900- 1928”

c. Siyin Zhao (Binghamton University)

“The Built, the Unbuilt, and the Rebuilt: Rethinking 
Ritual Reconstruction in Southern Song Lin’an, 1130-
1160”

D4. Performance & Politics	K ent 522B
Discussant: 	 Prof. Wei Shang 
Moderator: 	Y ifan Zhang

a. Allison Bernard (Columbia University)

“Revisiting Ruan Dacheng: The Literary Life of a 
Political Pariah”

b. Joseph Lovell (Uiversity of California, Santa 
Barbara)

“Romantic Nationalism: Wang Luobin and the Ethics 
of Folksong Collecting in the Age of the Gramophone”

c. Michelle Mengsu Chang (Stanford University)

“Singing the 20th Century: Origins of Communist 
China’s Political Song Culture”

D5. Confronting the Modern State	K ent 511
Discussant: 	G avin Healy 
Moderator: 	 Peter Moody

a. Sandra H. Park (University of Chicago)

“Christianity on Trial: Religion, Politics, and Society in 
Post- Liberation North Korea”

b. Young Sun Park (University of Southern California)

“Foundation of Transnational Adoption: Interracial 
children of Korea in the 1950s”

c. Jami Wilson (University of Colorado at Colorado 
Springs)

“Shattering Xinjiang: Non-compliant Muslim Uyghurs 
and The One- Child Policy’s Misleading Exemptions”
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3:30 -- 5:30 	P anels E

E1. Production of History & Historical Consciousness	
Kent 511

Discussant: 	Y anjie Huang 
Moderator: 	Y ingchuan Yang

a. Lina Nie (Harvard University)

“Ethnicity, Politics and Narrative in Twentieth Century: 
A Comparative Study of Textbooks of Chinese History 
in East Asia”

b. Xiang Li (Columbia University)

“Term, topic-attainment and inner logic: shared 
elements of two texts on East Asia, The 
Chrysanthemum and the Sword and From the Soil”

E2. Construction of Nation & Self in Korea	
Kent 522C

Discussant & Moderator: 	 Jae Won Chung

a. Monica W. Cho (Columbia University)

“Homeless at Home: Diasporic Narratives of Female 
Korean Writers Im Og-in, Pak Sun-nyǒ, and Yi Chǒng-
ho”

b. Sulim Kim (Columbia University)

“The Process of Defining their urban: Urban City 
Developments in Twentieth-Century North Korea”

c. Dohee Kang (Columbia University)

“Activism through the Korean Minjok Spirit According 
to Buddhist Poet Cho Chi-hun”

d. Thomas Ryan (Columbia University)

“Modernization Theory and Sacrifice in Cold War 
South Korea”

E3. Discursive Contestation in Chinese Medicine	
Kent 522B

Discussant: 	X iaomeng Liu 
Moderator: 	A ntonio Mendoza

a. Yize Hu (Columbia University)

“Between Laboratory and Market: Hormone and 
Vitality in Modern China, 1910-1949”

b. Yumeng Wang (Harvard-Yenching Institute/Nankai 

University)

“Who Should Take Charge of External Diseases? The 
Battle Between Internists and Specialists of External 
Medicine in Late Imperial China”

E4. Media & Political Possibilities	K ent 424
Discussant: 	 Katherine Grube 
Moderator: 	 Tenggeer Hao

a. Kimberly Wright (Indiana University Bloomington)

“Poetry as Dissensus: Migrant Worker Poets in China”

b. Li Jianmei (University of Arizona)

“New Concept, New China: Negotiating Youth Identity 
through Writing”

E5. Rethinking China’s Western Frontiers	K ent 411
Discussant: 	R iga Shakya 
Moderator: 	 Qichen (Barton) Qian

a. Yuchen Zhao (Columbia University)

“The Manchus Are Gone: The Thirteenth Dalai 
Lama’s Quest for a New Patron in the Early Twentieth 
Century”

b. Cameron Foltz (Florida State University)

“Social Groups in Northeastern Tibet—A Brief 
Examination of Tsho ba”

c. Xue Zhang (Princeton University)

“Writing the New Territory: Travelogues on Xinjiang 
and Their Readers in the Eighteenth Century.”

6:00 -- 7:00 	 Closing Keynote 
by Prof. Paul Kreitman, Kent 403

7:00 -- 11:00 	B anquet & Dance Party
C. V. Starr Library

     9  10



Special Thanks to:

NYU Center for the Humanities

Department of Art History and Archaeology

Center for Korean Research

Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures

Donald Keene Center of Japanese Culture

Center for Japanese Economy and Business

Weatherhead East Asian Institute

Center for International History

Graduate School of Arts and Sciences

Institute for Comparative Literature and Society

Department of Religion

Department of History

Tang Center for Early China

Modern Tibetan Studies Program

Graduate School Advisory Council

C. V. Starr Library

Committee:

Harlan Chambers | Chen Yedong | Aaron Glasserman

Alexander Kaplan-Reyes | Thomas Michael Ryan

Nataly Shahaf | Dongming Wu

407 Kent Hall, Mail Code 3907
Columbia University, New York, NY10027

columbiagradcon2017@gmail.com


