
SPRING 2021 EALAC UNDERGRADUATE COURSES 

ASCE UN1359 Intro to East Asian Civ: China 
The evolution of Chinese civilization from antiquity to early 
modernity, with emphasis on characteristic institutions and traditions. 

ASCE UN1361 Intro to East Asian Civ: Japan 
A survey of important events and individuals, prominent literary and 
artistic works, and recurring themes in the history of Japan, from 
prehistory to the 20th century. 

ASCE UN1363 Intro to East Asian Civ: Korea 
This course explores the history of Korea, both South and North, from 
ancient times to the present with a focus on the Choson Dynasty (1392- 
1910) and the twentieth century.  

ASCE UN1367 Intro to East Asian Civ: Tibet 
This course introduces Tibetan civilization and its history from its 
earliest recorded origins to the present. Topics include Tibetan 
Buddhism, national identity, and contemporary politics.  

AHUM UN1400 Colloquium on Major Texts: East Asia 
This course explores the core classical literature in Chinese, 
Japanese, Korean, and Vietnamese humanities. 

EAAS UN3322 East Asian Cinema 
This course introduces the aesthetics and politics of East Asian cinema 
from the Silent era to the present as part of the region’s intertwining 
histories.  

EAAS UN3338 A Cultural History of Japanese Monsters 
An exploration of different conceptions of monsters, ghosts, and other 
supernatural creatures in Japan, and the role of the “monstrous” in the 
cultural imagination more generally.  

HSEA UN3898 History of the Mongols 
Description of the Mongol Empire, the largest in history, and Genghis 
Khan’s and Kubilai Khan’s impact on China, Russia, Persia, and even 
Europe, as well as the study of modern Mongolia.  

East Asian Studies Major 

Prerequisite 
Two years of Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Tibetan, 
or Vietnamese 

Language Requirement 
Third-year Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Tibetan, or 
Vietnamese and at least two consecutive courses 
of language study in EALAC 

Introductory Courses 
AHUM UN1400 “Colloquium on Major Texts” 
and any two of the following Intro to East Asian 
Civ Courses: 

• ASCE UN1359 – China 
• ASCE UN1361 – Japan
• ASCE UN1363 – Korea
• ASCE UN1365 – Tibet
• ASCE UN1367 – Vietnam

Methodology Course 
EAAS UN3990* “Approaches to East Asian Studies” 
U*Note: ONLY offered in the Fall and MUST be taken in
the Fall of your Junior Year 

Electives 
Four elective courses in East Asian Studies, to be chosen 
in consultation with the DUS. Two of these courses must 
be in EALAC or AMEC. 

UEast Asian Studies Concentration  

Prerequisite 
Two years of Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Tibetan, or 
Vietnamese 

Language Requirement 
Third-year Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Tibetan, or 
Vietnamese and at least two consecutive courses of 
language study in EALAC 

Introductory Courses 
AHUM UN1400 “Colloquium on Major Texts” and one 
of the following Intro to East Asian Civ Courses: 

• ASCE UN1359 – China 
• ASCE UN1361 – Japan
• ASCE UN1363 – Korea
• ASCE UN1365 – Tibet
• ASCE UN1367 – Vietnam

Electives 
Any two 3000- or 4000-level East Asia-related courses 

For more information about majoring or concentrating in East 
Asian Studies, please contact the Director of Undergraduate Studies: 

Professor Jungwon Kim 
jk3638@columbia.edu 

Office hours: Wednesday 10:00AM- 12:00PM, 
or by appointment 

402 Kent Hall 

Or visit our website: 
http://ealac.columbia.edu/program/undergraduate/
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EAAS UN3710 Film, Fiction, and the Making of Modern Vietnam 
This course examines film, television, and a variety of short fiction as vehicles for the production of 
Vietnamese cultural identities in the modern era. 

CHNS GU4019 History of the Chinese Language 
Introduces the evolution of Chinese Language. It reveals the major changes in Chinese sound, writing and 
grammar systems, and social and linguistic factors which caused these changes. 

EARL GU4022 Japanese Buddhist Visual Culture 
This course explores the principal modes, media, and contexts of visual culture in Japanese Buddhist history 
through the analysis of selected case studies.  

EAAS GU4244 Chinese Internet Culture 
This course introduces Chinese internet culture by examining interactive literary communities, multimedia 
platforms, cyber-nationalism, web-based activism, and the possibility of the internet commons in mainland 
China. 

EAAS GU4520 Modern Korean Literature in Translation 
This course examines the formation of “modern Korean literature,” focusing on modernist, realist, and 
proletarian writing. Topics include representations of gender/sexuality, national division, war, rapid 
industrialization, authoritarianism, globalization, and diaspora. 

HSEA GU4700 Rise of Modern Tibet: History and Society, 1600-1913 
This course covers a broad view of Tibetan history from the 1600-1913 by examining the 
institutional history of major Tibetan state structures and their rivals in the Tibetan borderlands. The main 
themes include the cosmopolitan aspects of Tibetan culture, the central role of Buddhist religion in Tibet, and 
the social and economic world which shaped the experiences of Tibetans. 

HSEA GU4712 Local History in Tibet 
This course is designed for students interested in studying approaches to local history that attempt to ask large 
questions of relatively small places. Historiographic works from Tibetan studies will be examined in 
comparison with approaches drawn mainly from European and Chinese studies as well as theories drawn from 
North/South American and Southeast Asian contexts.  

HSEA GU4813 Early Tibetan History and Its Relations with China 
This course is an introduction to the early period of Tibetan history, with an emphasis on its relations with 
China, using scholarly studies based on Tibetan and Chinese primary sources. 

EAAS GU4840 China and the Politics of Desire 
This course will explore the shifting figure of desire across the Maoist and post-Maoist eras by examining how 
academics, artists and others have represented Chinese needs, wants, and fantasies.  

HSEA GU4860 Culture and Society of Choson Korea 
This course takes a comprehensive look at the Choson dynasty (1392- 1910) which poses historiographical 
challenges to the understanding and conceptualization of Korean history and culture.  

HSEA GU4882 History of Modern China II 
This course investigates how China searched for new ways of organizing its polity and society as it redefined 
itself after the fall of the Qing Empire in 1911.  

HSEA GU4888 Women and Gender in Korean History 
This course explores the experiences, consciousness, and representation of Korean women at home and abroad 
from premodern times to the present.  

EAAS New Course: Film as History: South Korean Cinema and Modern Korean History 
This course will examine Korean history through cinema, and Korean cinema through history, by viewing 
films from various time periods that depict moments in Korean history. 
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